Cuttington university
Doctor of Ministry (DMin) in Ministry Development
SCHEDULE OF COURSES

Overview
The Doctor of Ministry in Ministry Development at Cuttington University is a degree in practical theology that equips students with skills for innovative ministry. The main thrust is to motivate students in creative ministry endeavors suited to their own contextual ministry needs. As such, the study is not extra-territorial to their current ministries but instead broadens the shape, scope, and depth of their creative skills in ministry development. Since it is geared more towards studies in praxis than orthodoxy, it is quite hands on—taking knowledge from the classroom into the harvest field of ministry. 

The DMin in Ministry Development uses a collaborative approach, allowing students to team up with other students for exchange of ideas and experience in collaborative endeavors. Having the skills and ability to work with others is essential for ministry to thrive. Accordingly, the first two years will allow for several collegial sessions (Cohort or Colleague seminar courses) while the final year focuses on the project in ministry development and its implementation.

Here is the suggested schedule of courses for the DMin in Ministry Development.
Semester I
· DT 701	 Research Methods 1
· DM 713 Church History I
· DM 717 Leadership in Mission and Ministry

Semester II
· DT 703 Research Methods 2
· DM 720 Pastoral Care
· DM 721 Church History II 

Semester III
· DT 705 Transformational Leadership Within the African Context
· DM 719 African Theologies in Leadership: The Liberian Church
· DM 723 Scripture: African Biblical Perspectives

Semester IV
· DT 707 Biblical Models of Leadership
· DM 725 Congregational Dynamics 
· DM 727 Ecumenism

Semester V
· DM 733 Conflict Dynamics 
· DM 730 Advanced Worship and Liturgy

Semester VI
· DT 798 Directed Study (with Assigned Supervisor)

Semesters VII & VIII
· DT 799 Dissertation Project Seminar


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Departmental/Program Requirements
DT 701 	Research Methods 1
This course prepares the student to conduct and evaluate social science research, utilizing various research methods. Basic issues involving formulation of research questions, research design, data collection and analysis are dealt with.

DT 703 	Research Methods 2
This is an advanced research methods course focusing on qualitative and quantitative research, analyses, notations, and overall integrity in outputting a quality research work.

DT 705 	Transformational Leadership Within the African Context
Exploring the struggles and successes of leadership within the African context, and how to apply best practices for effective leadership within the Church, Academy, and beyond.  

DT 707 	Biblical Models of Leadership
This course is a study of some of the major leaders in the bible—their challenges, successes, styles, and systems of leadership. The student will identify ways in which these various models of leadership can be applicable in our modern-day settings.   		

DM 719	African Theologies in Leadership/The Liberian Church 
Concepts of basic expected norms of traditional African culture, idioms and thought patterns relevant to leadership (especially patriarchal attributes) are incorporated into theological teachings with emphasis on the Liberian Church. This course will provide the impetus for pupils to share African Theologies with the wider global community.
DM 733	Conflict Dynamics 
The conflicts dealt with in this course will be focused on issues dealing with school dynamics. Some issues will be the relationship and boundaries between boards and heads of schools, heads and church relations and heads and students’ relations. The course will explore ways of prevention, identification, mitigation, and resolution of conflicts. The goal is to provide tools that help leaders create and maintain healthy organizations, to enhance missional leadership and produce results.

Core Requirements for a Concentration in MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT

DM 713	 Church History I 
At an advance level, this course is an overview of Church history from the lens of the historical trend of Christianity featuring the  theological, intellectual, and spiritual issues through which the church journeyed across time. It traces the path of the history of Christianity from the New Testament to the Protestant Reformation. The course will be offered through lectures, discussions, videos, and various material resources.  

DM 717	Leadership in Mission and Ministry	  
This practical theology D. Min. course engages biblical, theological, and missional issues in ecclesiology and leadership. The course seeks to strengthen the student's creative ministry leadership ability for doing ministry contextually in today's world while broadening their skills in dealing with faith communities general.  

DM 720	Pastoral Care 
This course explores resources and best practices in pastoral care based on the theological understandings of God's attribute love and compassion. Students will develop their skill in pastoral care and pastoral counseling with insights from scripture and theology, and from personal and relational experiences. It fosters a number of case analyses with pastoral conversations and dialogues to enhance students' ability in offering care.

DM 721 	Church History II 				
This course is a sequel to Church History I within the D.Min curriculum and thus provides an advance overview of Christian history from the Protestant Reformation to the present day. It further explores the major theological, intellectual, and spiritual issues faced by the church through the lens of the History of Christianity thereby enabling the student to bridge preexisting gaps within their knowledge of Church history.

DM 722	Scripture: African Biblical Perspectives 
A survey of the Christian biblical canon, focusing on the varying historical contexts of its writings and the diversity of its theological and cultural perspectives and how those biblical narratives metaphors, images and idioms intersect African cultural perspectives and Values.

DM 725	Congregational Dynamics
This course examines congregational demographics that affect congregational ministry. It explores the differences in thinking, values and trends that affect ministry.  The differences and similarities between ministry in the small size, mid-size, and large size congregations as well as the rural and urban ministries with their unique pros and cons are all feature of this course

DM 727 	Ecumenism			
This coursework will provide the scriptural bases of inter-denominational and inter-religious relations and the theological foundations for ecumenism. It trains the student in approaches to doing God's work in the world with those whose religious and doctrinal beliefs, traditions and orientations are different from theirs.  It will further provide familiarity with the history of the ecumenical movement and the value of fostering ecumenical relationships.





DM 730	Advanced Worship and Liturgy					 
Taking into consideration varieties of the students' liturgical backgrounds, this course is designed to help students deepen their biblical, theological, historical, and ritual understanding of Christian worship; to develop and strengthen worship leadership; and to broaden the liturgical experience. Students will be encouraged to become creative spiritual worship leaders who can help their congregations to experience God in various liturgical contexts. Students will engage in analyses of contemporary and traditional worship styles and preferences as well as undertake the act of designing liturgies for unique circumstances.

DT 798	Directed Study (with Assigned Supervisor)
This course is part of the culminative work leading to a successful dissertation project. The supervising faculty will give guidance to students as they do preparatory and supportive work toward their final project. The final submission for this course is the student’s Dissertation Proposal, which must be approved before the student can advance to DT 799.

DT 799	Dissertation Project Seminar 
This year long seminar provides students with a structured process to implement their research design, analyze results of the project, and write a dissertation. The dissertation is a culmination of the program that offers a theologically framed research design with key results and observations. The seminar concludes with a presentation and oral defense. Dissertation research can run currently with coursework. The Project Supervisor can make the determination in collaboration with the student.  
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